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Overview 

Published August 14, 2026, Traffic Collisions by Location 2017-2024 (excluding 2023) is a dataset 
collected and maintained by the City of Ottawa, provided to the public under the Open Data Licence 
Version 2.0, detailing all traffic collisions between 2017-2024 (excluding 2023) in the Ottawa region.1 A 
total of 94,406 traffic incidents were documented. Collision information is collected via motor vehicle 
collision reports submitted by the Ottawa police and provided to the city for inclusion in its collision 
database.2 This dataset provides collision information, including the severity and number of victims, 
aiding city planning officials in making educated decisions in relation to road policy changes or 
additions to certain roads and routes to prevent future collisions. 

Technical Contents 

Each incident entry contains the incident’s date, exact coordinates, year, intersection/road the 
incident occurred on, accident classification, impact type, road surface condition, environmental 
condition, light/time of day, and traffic control (Figure 1). Furthermore, it contains data on the number 
of vehicles, pedestrians, bicycles, motorcycles involved, as well as injuries and the level of severity 
from minimal to fatal. This dataset is updated and reviewed annually and has its metadata readily 
available. However, I found no separate data dictionary or methodological guide.3 The data can be 
accessed online through the City of Ottawa website, and can be viewed in three different forms: an 
embedded Geo-map, a Tabular Data View or an ArcGIS Feature Layer. It can be accessed and 
downloaded/shared via CSV, Shapefile, GeoJSON, and KML. Downloading the data via CSV was the 
most efficient method; after the small pop-up window that appears when the download button is 
pressed, I was able to open the table in Excel. The dataset is provided under the City of Ottawa Open 

 
1 City of Ottawa, “Traffic Collisions by Location 2017–2024 (excluding 2023),” Open Ottawa, accessed September 
13, 2026, https://open.ottawa.ca/datasets/ottawa::traffic-collisions-by-location-2017-2024-excluding-
2023/explore?location=45.280000%2C-75.747200%2C1&showTable=true  
2 City of Ottawa, “Traffic Collisions by Location 2017–2024 (excluding 2023): About,” Open Ottawa, accessed 
September 13, 2026, https://open.ottawa.ca/datasets/ottawa::traffic-collisions-by-location-2017-2024-
excluding-2023/about  
3 City of Ottawa, “Traffic Collisions by Location 2017–2024 (excluding 2023): ISO-19139 Metadata,” ArcGIS, 
accessed September 13, 2026, 
https://www.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/710b179eba564aa58fbb3f34d5d599d9/info/metadata/met
adata.xml?format=default&output=html  

https://open.ottawa.ca/datasets/ottawa::traffic-collisions-by-location-2017-2024-excluding-2023/explore?location=45.280000%2C-75.747200%2C1&showTable=true
https://open.ottawa.ca/datasets/ottawa::traffic-collisions-by-location-2017-2024-excluding-2023/explore?location=45.280000%2C-75.747200%2C1&showTable=true
https://open.ottawa.ca/datasets/ottawa::traffic-collisions-by-location-2017-2024-excluding-2023/about
https://open.ottawa.ca/datasets/ottawa::traffic-collisions-by-location-2017-2024-excluding-2023/about
https://www.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/710b179eba564aa58fbb3f34d5d599d9/info/metadata/metadata.xml?format=default&output=html
https://www.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/710b179eba564aa58fbb3f34d5d599d9/info/metadata/metadata.xml?format=default&output=html
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Data Licence Version 2.0, which allows copying, modification, publication and commercial use as long 
as it’s for lawful purposes with proper attribution and accreditation. 4 

Quality & Limitations 

The dataset provides detailed information on 94,406 reported traffic collisions across Ottawa from 
2017 to 2024 (excluding 2023). It uses official police collision reports and City validation procedures, 
providing a strong basis for reliability and transparency. The data is clearly structured and can be 
filtered by variables such as location, collision type and injury severity, making it accessible for a wide 
range of analyses. However, the complete absence of 2023 creates a significant gap and limits the 
dataset’s usefulness for continuous 2017 to 2024 trend analysis. 

Fit for Use Assessment 

This dataset is fit to be used for needs pertaining to geographic distribution, characteristics, and 
trends in reported traffic collisions in the City of Ottawa. While the dataset is well suited for identifying 
broader collision trends across Ottawa, the absence of 2023 limits its reliability for continuous 
analysis and weakens any findings and conclusions that depend on complete 2017 to 2024 
comparisons. 

 

 
Figure 1: Tabular attribute table view of the City of Ottawa Traffic Collisions by Location 2017–2024 (excluding 2023) 
 Source: City of Ottawa. “Traffic Collisions by Location 2017–2024 (excluding 2023),” Open Ottawa, accessed September 13, 2026, 
http://open.ottawa.ca/datasets/ottawa::traffic-collisions-by-location-2017-2024-excluding-2023/explore?location=45.280000%2C-
75.747200%2C1&showTable=true  

 

 
4 City of Ottawa, “Open Data Licence Version 2.0,” City of Ottawa, accessed September 13, 2026, 
https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/open-transparent-and-accountable-government/open-data/open-data-licence-
version-20 

http://open.ottawa.ca/datasets/ottawa::traffic-collisions-by-location-2017-2024-excluding-2023/explore?location=45.280000%2C-75.747200%2C1&showTable=true
http://open.ottawa.ca/datasets/ottawa::traffic-collisions-by-location-2017-2024-excluding-2023/explore?location=45.280000%2C-75.747200%2C1&showTable=true
https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/open-transparent-and-accountable-government/open-data/open-data-licence-version-20?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/open-transparent-and-accountable-government/open-data/open-data-licence-version-20?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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